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places other than the Faubourg Saint Ger-
main drawing-rooms.

The water color which I was making for
you is turning out so badly that It is proba-
ble I will not send it to you. Let not this
prevent you from sending me the worsted
work which you are making for me. Try to
select a good messenger. As a general rule
never take a woman for a confidante; sooner
or later you will repent if you do. Learn
also that there is nothing so usual as to do
evil for the pleasure of doing evil. Get rid
of your optimism and realize that we are in
this world to fight against everybody. In
this connection, I shall tell you that a
learned friend of mine, who reads hiero-
glyphics, says, that on the Egyptian coffins
one reads often these two words: "Life,
war"; which proves that I have not in-
vented the maxim which I have just given
to you.

III.

PARIS.

YOUR reproaches please me greatly. In
truth, I am predestined by the fairies. Ily to
